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Letters to The Times

{U.S. Intervention
in Latin America

The Times welcomes exprassions of ali views from
readers. Letters should be kept as brief as passible and are
subject to condensaton. They rmust :nclude signature, vaiid
maiing address and taiaphone number. if anv Pseudonyms
8nd nit:als wal 70t De used. Sacause of the vowme of mai
recered, urpublshed indvidual ietiers cannc! D8 scknowi-
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Conine’s litany of Sandinista
“'sins” exemplifies a tragic flaw that
“has become part and parcel of the
debate over U.S. policy toward
Nicaragua.

Conine writes that Administra-
tion support for the contras is
“vulnerable to criticism.” Why?
Because the contras might not win,
and their failure might unleash a
“tide of anti-American revolution
in the hemisphere.”

Does Conine consider without
merit the<riticism that the Admin-
ML.amon is breaking international
aw by using atrocious terrorism
g st helpless Nicaraguan wom-

1 an d children, carried out by the

e men who were finally ex-

led after 45 years of such atro-
ous behavior toward the people?
I\lcaravuan peasant, about to be

‘liverated” by one of the Presi-
dent's "freedom fighters,” would

tainly think so.

he Sandinistas may not be Boy
Scouts, but nothing that they have
dene (or that anyone could do, for
hat matter), can justify the sav-
ery with which the Administra-
ton has attacked the people of
Nicaragua.

Latin Americans know this, and
(o tnem the pattern is familiar, If
we do not renounce these tactics,
the tide will engulf us.
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