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Writing to Public Forum: We wel-
come letters to the editor on all issues
of public concern. Letters must be
signed and must include the writer,s
,home address and daytime telephone
number. All are subject to editing and
conclensation. They can be published
only with the writer's true name. Mail
letters to Public Forum, p.O. Box
4200, Woodtand Hilts, CA 91965.



Two hright spots

I found two brighl spots in this other-



wise dismal clcction scason. First. Los An-
gelcs Countl,bucked lhc national trend
and chosc Michael Dukakis ovcr Gcorgc
Bush by 53-47 pcrcent. The sccond is thc
rcport by thc Los Angelcs 2000 Commit-
lee.

Thc conrnriuec rccognizcs the scrious
problcms that lic ahead and has madc
sober and progressivc recomrncndalions.
Chief among thesc is that rvc had better
start laying the groundwork now if wc
want a livablc [.os Angclcs for our chil-
dren and grandchildrcn. This rcquires that
we relhink our alliludcs loward govern-
mcnt and crcatc a new definition of com-
munity.

The nrain obstacle to this goal is our fir-
ation with nraterial things and our unwil-
lingncss 10 tax oursclvcs for the sake of
our childrcn's futurc. Addrcssing thc
problenrs of crinre, pollution and cduca-
lion rcquircs spcnding ntoncy. If wc do
not acccpl that, wc condcmn our postcrity
1o "bcggar-1lry-ncighbor" competition for
low-paying jobs, dcccnt housing aiid ac-
ccss to health carc.

Los Angclcs 2000 President Janc Pisano
asks: "How had do things havc to gcl bc-
fore pcoplc arc willing 1o makc changes
and to rnvest?" Let us hope that John
Kcnneth Galbraith was wrong when hc
said, "People of privilcgc will always risk
thcir complclc dcslruction rather than sur-
rcndcr any nraterial part of their ad:an-



- BillBecker
Woodland Hills


