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Memo: LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

PUBLIC FORLM
KEVORKIAN WRONGLY ATTACKED FOR AIDING SUICIDES

Why the vehement attacks on Dr. Jack Kevorkian for helping three

rational, non-terminally ill women commit painless suicide? I refer

to the Oct. 18 column, "Easy shortcut to the long goodbye," by

Debra J. Saunders and the Oct.29 editorial. "No more Dr. Deaths."

Marjorie Wantz had made five unsuccessful attempts at unassisted

suicide. The editorial's assertion that Kevorkian "lured" these

women to their deaths is obviously false when measured against

their clear determination to die.

I don't consider Kevorkian's actions to be "plainly wrong" at all, but
I do wonder at your morbid insistence that those who choose to end

their own life must do so in loneliness and fear of failure.

It's really none of the Daily News'business.

- Bill Becker

West Hills



Pubi i c Forurn
Dai i y News
F.O. Box 42C0
Woodiand Hi i is, CA

Ocf cb*r 29, :-99i

ilorr odi tnr
vs3 Lv! i

Bi i i Secker

0's 5*b'*""T[*J , -T-'erT- 
,o 

t"^tTtt"L
by z Jr--fo '1'- eJ c [o 3/A_ VXv'tee^t

91365 t(rt'r, "1',' n* aJ.-TZ,- ft.-r"B to
Pn plz c--Y >'e\t Fe fz' w'J A-o'r> F n'o u1

t-Ln o W9 C v- r- Fc c t 5 v'rzr' '

why the vehenent atiacks cn Ir" iacx Kevcrkian for help-

ing three ra+-ionai , non-;-errninal i i' i i I women com.n:-t pairri ess

su:cide? ("Easy Shortcut to tne Longr Gcodbye." Debra i.
Saunders, L0/28i "No More Dr. Deaths," editorial, LA/29.)

Margery Wantz had naCe 5 unsuccessfui atiempts al unas-
tsisted suicide. (News articie, lA/29, p.i6) lIf Saunders didt-

:rot know ihis before:rnpiying that !^Iantz was a coward because

she cli. not "just kiii herseif sooner," then Saunders 1s

guiity cf poor;ournaitsn. If she CiC know, then she is coid-
\hearted beyond bel i.ef . I The ecitorial. 's asseriion !hat. Kevor-
J

kian "iurei" these women to rheir deaths is cbv:ousLy false

whe:l measurei agains+- the:-r ciear deterninatlon tc oie.

I d,o::' t consieer Kevorkia"n's actions Lo oe "pi a:-ni y

wrong" ar* aL i, but I Co wond.er at your norbid. insistence thai
those whc choose Lc enc their orrn ii-ie inust do sc i:: lcneli-
ness ano fear of faiiure. Il's reaiiy none of your buslness.
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